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BUDDY"  FORTUNATE  FIELDS 


1  I  I. 


This  book  has  been  prepared  in  answer  to 
the  many  demands  for  information  about  Dogs 
as  Guides  for  the  Blind  and  their  instruction 
at  «  The  Seeing  Eye  »,  Nashville,  Tenn., 
U.S.A.  and  «TOeil  qui  Voit^y  Lausanne, 
Switzerland,  the  two  schools  using  the  Fortu- 
nate Fields  methods. 


n  first  thought  there  is  something  indescrib- 
ably sad  in  a  man  who  has  lost  his  sight. 
From  the  public  viewpoint  he  is  one  apart, 


but  on  closer  acquaintance  we  get  a  glimpse  into  lives 
far  from  dark  and  cheerless,  into  an  understanding 
sympathetic  and  generous,  awaiting  only  our  intelli- 
gent co-operation  to  develop  courage,  self-reliance  and 
power. 

«  And  feel,  who  have  laid  our  groping  hands  away ; 
And  see,  no  longer  blinded  by  our  eyes.  » 

To  this  end  the  Dog  has  been  brought  to  serve  in 
his  highest  role.  He  has  proved  himself  capable  of 
leading  the  blind  and  of  bringing  to  them  as  nearly  as 
possible  the  same  independence  and  freedom  of  move- 
ment in  both  business  and  social  life  as  is  enjoyed 
by  the  seeing  public. 

This  idea  is  not  a  new  one.  Since  the  Great  War, 
Germany  has  developed  the  training  and  use  of  these 
dogs  on  a  very  large  scale  and  to-day  almost  every 
German  war-blinded  soldier  capable  of  handling  a  dog 
has  one  provided  by  the  Government  and  receives 
an  allowance  for  its  maintenance.  The  dog  most  gene- 
rally used  for  this  service  is  the  German  Shepherd 
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Dog  and  here  let  the  ghost  of  that  mythical  breed  « the 
Police  dog»  be  laid  to  rest.  A  dog  of  any  breed  train- 
ed for  police  work  is  a  police  dog.  The  German 
Shepherd  dog  is  of  pure  blood,  bred  for  centuries  to 
herd  sheep  and  being  purebred  he  carries  no  wolf 
blood. 

As  is  well  known  the  dog  is  the  world's  greatest 
companion  and  an  All  Wise  Providence  has  provided 
that  there  should  be  all  kinds  of  dogs  to  be  compan- 
ions to  all  kinds  of  people,  but  there  are  certain 
dogs  who  have  too  much  energy  and  intelligence  to 
be  contented  with  just  being  companions.  I  call  them 
the  Roosevelts  and  Mussolinis  of  the  dog  world  ; 
they  are  destined  for  service  and  they  should  be  allow- 
ed to  take  their  place  in  the  world  for  what  they  are 
—  public  servants  and  useful  citizens.  Once  the  keen 
interest  and  intelligence  which  these  dogs  put  into 
their  work  is  appreciated  they  will  never  again  be  asked 
to  follow  a  life  of  idle  companionship.  They  are  to  be 
compared  to  that  type  of  man  who  steps  out  into  life 
with  energy,  eager  to  carry  his  share  of  this  world's 
burdens. 

Now  the  blind  man  has  a  burden  which  he  calls  a 
handicap,  he  makes  a  marked  difference  between 
affliction  which  entails  suffering  and  handicap  which 
puts  him  at  a  disadvantage.  The  blind  man  does  not 
want  sympathy  and  sentiment,  he  wants  the  chance 
of  standing  on  his  own  feet  and  developing  in  a  nor- 
mal sensible  way.  Because  he  has  lost  his  eyesight  is 
no  reason  why  he  should  lose  his  self-respect  by  being 
a  burden  to  other  people.  The  German  Shepherd  Dog 
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steps  into  the  breach  and  lifts  this  burden  by  becom- 
ing the  blind  man's  eyes. 

Independence  is  brought  to  the  blind  through  the 
use  of  a  dog  leader  as  the  result  of  a  system  of  educa- 
tion based  on  the  knowledge  of  animal  psychology. 
The  term  education  is  used  purposely  because  the 
system  is  built  up  from  the  dog's  point  of  view  and 
makes  a  very  wide  difference  between  a  dog  that  has 
been  educated  and  one  that  has  been  trained.  A  train- 
ed animal  can  be  counted  on  as  long  as  its  trainer 
is  present  and  is  in  a  position  to  enforce  his  will,  an 
educated  animal  prepared  for  its  calling  by  systematic 
instruction  will  cooperate  with  its  instructor  and  draw 
proper  conclusions  by  itself. 

The  instruction  proper  is  divided  into  three  stages. 
The  first  consists  of  a  seeing  instructor  working  the 
dog  day  after  day  over  a  given  route  through  city 
streets  until  the  dog  knows  it  by  heart  and  has  learn- 
ed to  take  care  of  any  situation  that  may  arise.  The 
dog  wears  a  special  harness  with  a  semi-stiff  U-shaped 
handle  through  which  his  every  movement  and  react 
ion  is  conveyed  to  his  master's  hand.  The  first  stage 
covers  about  three  months  and  when  finished  the  dog 
goes  at  a  fast  walk  so  that  the  slackening  in  his  gait 
for  an  obstacle  is  instantly  felt  through  the  semi-rigid 
handle  of  his  harness.  For  curbs  he  pulls  back  and 
stands  still  so  that  his  master  can  find  the  edge  with 
his  cane;  for  steps,  approaching  traffic  and  all  obsta- 
cles barring  progress  he  sits  down ;  for  trees,  letter 
boxes,  scaffoldings,  awnings  or  pedestrians  he  leans 
away  from  his  man  who  follows  the  pull  and  so  is  led 
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safely  around.  He  knows  his  direction  commands  of 
«left»,  «right»  and  «forward»  and  picks  up  anything  his 
master  drops.  The  second  stage  begins  with  the  dog 
being  turned  over  to  his  blind  master  and  once  the 
dog  senses  the  condition  of  blindness  the  man  may 
think  of  himself  as  master,  but  the  dog  thinks  of  the 
man  as  his  property  and  protects  him  as  his  property. 
The  dog  now  turns  instructor  and  over  the  route  that 
he  knows  so  well,  he  teaches  his  master  how  to  fol- 
low his  signals.  The  third  and  final  stage  begins 
when,  master  and  dog  working  perfectly  as  a  unit, 
the  master  takes  over  the  command  and  directs  the 
dog  to  lead  him  where  he  wants  to  go.  For  example, 
knowing  that  to  arrive  at  his  destination  he  must  turn 
right  at  the  steps  of  his  house  and  go  ahead  four  blocks 
etc.,  he  gives  his  dog  the  direction  command  «  Right  » 
and  the  dog,  turning  right,  keeps  on  in  that  direction, 
the  master  counting  the  curbs  as  his  dog  indicates 
them,  until  he  comes  to  the  fourth  block  when  he  gi- 
ves the  command  «Left»  etc.  A  workman  who  leads 
a  routine  life  will  be  lead  by  his  dog  after  the  third 
or  fourth  day  without  further  commands. 

The  question  of  the  instructors  themselves  is  an 
important  one.  They  must  be  superior  men.  They  must 
not  only  know  dogs  and  how  to  handle  them,  but 
they  must  know  dog  psychology.  Further  than  that 
they  must  know  blind  men,  their  point  of  view,  their 
possibilities  and  their  limitations.  It  is  difficult  enough 
to  find  a  man  who  can  handle  a  dog  well,  but  these 
must  be  men  who  handle  both  men  and  dogs  with 
the  quietness  and  cheeriness  which  are  necessary  to 
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bring  about  that  harmony  and  accord  which  are  to  go 
out  with  them  from  the  school.  Instructors  are  trained 
by  the  Fortunate  Fields  method  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Elliott  S.  Humphrey.  They  are  themselves  requir- 
ed to  go  blindfolded  at  different  stages  in  the  train- 
ing of  each  dog.  Only  those  men  bearing  Seeing  Eye 
training  certificates  are  recognized  Seeing  Eye  Instruct- 
ors. These  men  are  handpicked  and  they  come  to 
their  work  not  as  dog  trainers,  but  with  the  aim  of 
putting  the  blind  man  on  equal  terms  with  the  seeing 
man;  to  lift  the  blind  man's  handicap,  but  not  to  exploit 
him  and  to  widen  the  dog's  already  wide  service  to 
man,  —  that  of  guide,  philosopher  and  friend. 

The  public  is  a  great  deal  harder  to  educate  to  the  dog 
as  a  leader  for  the  blind  than  the  blind  themselves.  It 
allows  itself  to  whistle,  call  and  pet  a  blind  leader  and  in 
so  doing  distracts  it  from  its  work  perhaps  at  a  most  ha- 
zardous moment  without  realizing  that  the  blind  man 
is  being  momentarily  deprived  of  his  trained  eyes. 
The  dog  in  his  newly  found  citizenship  should  be 
accorded  the  privileges  of  citizenship.  As  an  illustration 
let  me  tell  the  story  of  a  friend  of  mine  who  had  one 
of  my  dogs.  Getting  into  a  trolley  car  one  day  with 
his  dog  he  found  her  greeted  by  exclamations  of 
delight  and  «  oh  what  a  beautiful  dog!,  oh  aren't  you 
beautiful!  Give  me  your  paw  »,  etc.,  etc.,  accompa- 
nied by  pats  and  flattery.  Without  a  moment's  hesita- 
tion he  patted  the  lady  on  the  shoulder  and  said 
«  You're  a  pretty  little  thing  »  Consternation !  frigid 
atmosphere!  the  reply  «What  do  you  mean  by  speak- 
ing to  me?  We've  never  been  introduced »!  «  Well, 
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neither  have  you  been  introduced  to  my  dog  »  was 
the  perfectly  reasonable  answer ! 

For  the  education  of  the  public  the  following  com- 
mandments have  been  chosen. 

1.  Remember  the  leading  dog  is  the  eyes  of  the 

blind  man  first  and  a  dog  second. 

2.  Do  not  interfere  in  any  way  with  either  the  leading 

dog  or  the  blind  master. 

3.  Do  not  speak  to  the  dog  at  any  time  and  under 

no  circumstances  call  the  name  of  the  dog. 

4.  Do  not  touch  or  pet  the  dog. 

5.  Do  not  whistle  to  the  dog  or  otherwise  try  to 

attract  his  attention,  so  diverting  his  mind  from 
his  work. 

6.  Do  not  feed  the  dog, 

7.  Do  not  shriek  or  exclaim  as  you  pass  the  dog  or 

meet  him  unexpectedly. 

8.  Give  the  opportunity  for  the  dog  to  pass  and  do 

not  wilfully  obstruct  his  way  in  order  to  see 
what  he  will  do. 

9.  Speak  to  the  master  before  touching  him. 

10.  The  blind  master  cannot  protect  himself  or  his 
dog.  The  dog  can  only  protect  himself  and  his 
master  by  a  growl,  this  growl  the  public 
resents,  therefore  do  not  put  the  dog  in  a  posi- 
tion where  it  is  necessary  for  the  dog  to  appear 
disagreeable. 

In  Germany,  where  the  work  is  the  furthest  develop- 
ed, the  dog  as  a  blind  leader  is  recognized  and  accept- 
ed as  the  blind  man's  eyes.  He  is  allowed  free  trans- 
portation on  all  railroads  and  trolley  lines  and  is  free 
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of  all  state  or  government  tax.  Let  us  hope  that  this 
advanced  view  will  soon  be  taken  by  other  countries 
and  that  the  freedom  attained  by  the  few  may  be 
accorded  to  the  many. 

«The  Seeing  Eye,  Inc.»  Nashville,  Tenn.  U.S.A.  and 
«L'Oeil  qui  Voit»  Lausanne,  Switzerland  are  non-pro- 
fit organizations  founded  for  the  purpose  of  educating 
dogs  as  leaders  for  the  blind.  They  are  the  only 
schools  for  this  purpose  outside  of  Germany.  Their 
aim  is  to  furnish  dogs  at  the  lowest  possible  price  so 
that  they  may  be  brought  within  the  means  of  the 
blind  who  need  them.  It  is  not  intended  that  the  blind 
should  be  made  objects  of  charity,  but  for  those  who, 
through  circumstances,  are  not  able  to  pay  the  full 
amount  of  their  dogs,  scholarships  have  been  created. 


Taj'  Fortunate  Fields,  a  Typical  "  Seeing  Eye  " 
showing  correct  position. 
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These  scholarships  include  the  original  price  of  the 
dog,  the  cost  of  his  training,  the  board  and  lodging 
of  the  blind  man  during  his  training  with  his  dog  and 
transportation  to  and  from  training.  They  are  offered 
by  individuals  as  tokens  of  personal  sentiment  or  by 
organizations  and  socities. 

My  eyes  were  opened  to  what  a  dog  could  mean  to 
a  blind  man  by  Morris  Frank.  He  was  resting  one  day 
after  training  and  I  heard  him  laugh  for  the  first  time  ; 
then  he  said  «Mrs.Eustis,  I've  kept  a  smile  on  my  face 
for  five  years  because  I  had  to  and  now  I  can  laugh  be- 
cause! want  to  ».  That's  what  his  dog  had  done  for  him. 

The  sympathy  and  generous  spirit  of  the  blind  is 
expressed  in  the  telegram  which  Dr.  R.  V.  Harris  of 
Savannah,  Georgia,  himself  trained  in  the  first  class  of 
The  Seeing  Eye  sent  to  the  second  class  which  was 
then  starting:  «  Read  to  new  class.  You  are  about  to 
start  the  most  enjoyable  journey  of  your  darkness. 
My  experience  assures  you  that  you  may  place  implicit 
confidence  in  your  instructors  and  confidence  and  faith 
in  your  dog.  Life's  pathway  is  strewn  with  many  pitfalls 
and  dangers,  but  your  dog  will  successfully  negotiate 
for  you  all  of  these  and  protect  you  at  all  times.  Let 
your  watchword  be  Courage  and  Perseverance.  Thank 
God,  the  Great  Master,  for  The  Seeing  Eye  and  its 
instructors.  Be  brave  and  always  courageous  »  (signed) 
R.  V.  Harris  and  Tartar  Fortunate  Fields. 

When  the  Commendatore  Nicolodi,  the  first  Italian 
blinded  in  the  war  and  now  head  of  Italy's  war  and 
civilian  blind,  told  me  he  was  coming  to  Lausanne  to 
be  trained,  I  said  «But,  Commendatore,  you  have  no 
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Crossing  behind  truck. 


more  use  for  a  dog  than  I  have.  You  are  travelling  all 
the  week  with  your  orderly  and  your  secretary  ».  And 
then  he  said  a  very  fine  thing  «I  have  never  asked 
one  of  my  blind  men  to  do  something  I  haven't  first 
done  myself  and  if  I  am  going  to  develop  this  work  I 
shallbe  the  first  to  take  the  training  ». 

When  the  blind  can  be  as  fine  as  that  it  would 
seem  very  little  for  us  to  try  to  help  lift  their  burden 
of  dependence  on  others.  «The  Seeing  Eye»  strives  to 
offer  one  way  of  bringing  light  to  them  that  sit  in 
darkness  and,  perhaps,  in  the  shadow  of  death  and  of 
guiding  their  feet  into  the  way  of  peace. 


The  door  opens 

17 


19 


THE  SEEING  EYE 

National  Headquarters  Nashville,  Tenn. 


Board  of  Directors  of  the  Seeing  Eye 


Mrs.  Harrison  Eustis,  Fortunate 

Fields. 
Mr.  Chas.  Mitchell. 
Mrs.  Foskett  Brown,  National 

President  of  the  Junior  League. 
Mrs.  Benton  McMillin. 


Mr.  Lee  Loventhal,  Loventhal 
Bros. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Craig,  Pres.  National 

Life  ft  Acci.  Ins.  Co. 
Mr.  Morris  S.  Frank,  Providence 

Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  of  Phila. 


I/CEIL  QUI  VOIT 


Comite  de  patronage  : 

M.  le  President  du  Conseil  d'Etat 
Bujard. 

M.  le  Conseiller  d'Etat  Bosset. 
M.  le  Colonel  Divisionnaire  Gui- 
san. 

M.  le  syndic  de  Lausanne. 

M.  G.  Scapini,  Depute  de  Paris. 

M.  le  Comm.Nicolodi,  Florence. 


Comite  d'execution : 

Mrs.  Harrison-Eustis,  Fortunate 

Fields,  Mont-Pelerin. 
M.  Champod,  Commandant  de 

la  Gendarmerie  vaudoise. 
M.  Constancon,  Directeur  Asile 

des  Aveugles,  Lausanne. 
M.  E.  S.  Humphrey,  Directeur 

technique. 
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4)  M 


Rules  concerning  the  Scholarships 


1.  The  Seeing  Eye  and  l'Oeil  qui  Voit  have  instituted  a  system 

of  scholarships  for  the  purpose  of  providing  lead  dogs  to 
those  blind  who,  through  circumstance,  are  not  able  to 
pay  for  them  themselves. 

2.  The  scholarships  include  the  initial  cost  of  the  dogs,  their 

training  expenses,  their  equipment  and  the  living  expen- 
ses of  the  blind  while  being  trained  with  their  dogs. 

3.  The  selection  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  scholarships  is 

under  the  management  of  the  Seeing  Eye,  but  the  donor 
has  always  prior  right  to  propose  the  name  of  the  reci- 
pient, provided  that  he  can  fulfill  the  conditions  required. 

4.  It  is  the  custom,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  keep  the  donor  in 

touch  with  the  recipient  of  the  scholarship  so  that  he 
may  follow  him  in  his  new  life. 

5.  The  price  of  the  scholarships  are 

a )  for  the  blind  of  Switzerland  . 

b)  »  »  France 

c)  »  »  Italy 

d)  »  »  America 


© 


...jL. .5.0  fr.  Swiss 

3500  .  fr.  French 

3JHHL 

.  lire  italian 

300  dollars 
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